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Aboriginal  Students from Canada who have reported themselves as Aboriginal, 
at some time while in the BC Kindergarten to Grade 12 system, or 
while at UBC. 
 

Academic Year The 12-month period from September 1 to August 31. 

Access studies  A non-credential-granting program category. Students are allowed to 
register in a limited number of courses in a specific area to upgrade or 
achieve a qualification or when they do not wish to pursue a specific 
program. 
 

Admission Stage A stage of the admission process.  The successive stages are: 
Submitted, Completed (application), Admitted, Accepted, and 
Registered. 
 

Admission Stage: Admitted The stage when applicants with completed applications receive an 
offer of admission. 
 

Admission Stage: Completed The stage when applicants have completed all application 
requirements. 
  

Admission Stage: Registered The stage when admitted students have registered for courses. 

Admission Stage: Submitted The stage when applicants have submitted an application. At this 
stage, there may be outstanding documents to submit. 
 

Admit Rate Within an admissions cycle, the ratio of admitted students to 
completed applicants. 
 

Applicant A person who has submitted an application. 

Baccalaureate Program An undergraduate program that does not ordinarily require admitted 
students to hold a prior degree. 
 

Baccalaureate Degree A credential awarded at the completion of a baccalaureate program.  

Certificate A credential awarded at the completion of a certificate program.  

Certificate Program A post-baccalaureate or graduate program not ordinarily requiring 
more than a year of study. 
 

Cohort A set of people who have been grouped because they have a shared 
characteristic(s). 
 

Completion Rate The proportion of students in a cohort who received a credential. 



 

Continuing Students who were registered in a prior session. 

Course-based Pertaining to graduate-level programs that do not require the 
completion of a thesis. 
 

Credential A qualification awarded on successful completion of a program of 
study. 
 

Degree A credential awarded on the successful completion of a program of 
post-secondary study.  
 

Delivered FTE The number of actual full-time equivalents that are reportable to the 
government. 
 

Diploma A credential awarded at the completion of a diploma program. 

Diploma Program A post-baccalaureate or graduate program ordinarily requiring more 
than a year's study. 
 

Direct-entry Student A student with no prior post-secondary experience. 

Doctorate The credential awarded upon completion of a doctoral program. 

Doctoral Program A graduate program of the highest level of academic study. 

Domestic Pertaining to citizens, refugees, or permanent residents of Canada. 

Entering Grade Point 
Average  
 

The grade point average of students at the time of admission. 

Grade Point Average (GPA) 
A number indicative of a student's academic achievement calculated 
as the total number of grade points received over a given period 
divided by the total number of credits awarded or attempted. UBC 
uses a percentage scale (/100%) and equivalent letter grades for 
grading purposes and not a grade point average scale. 

 
Exchange Students A student participating in an exchange program. 

Exchange Program A program allowing students from one partner institution to attend 
another partner institution temporarily. 
 

First Choice Pertaining to an applicant's preferred program. 

Fiscal Year The twelve-month period from April 1st through March 31st. 

Full-time Equivalent 
(abbrev.: FTE) 

The workload of a student or employee converted to a proportion of a 
full-time course- or work-load. It is the ratio of a given course- or 
work-load to a stated full-time course or work-load. 
 



 

Government Funded FTEs FTEs (full-time student spaces) funded by the Ministry of Advanced 
Education, Skills and Training. 

Graduate Program A program that leads to a master's or doctorate credential.  

Graduate Student A student in a graduate program. 

Headcount A count of persons. 

Intake Targets A target for new student admissions to UBC’s undergraduate 
programs, approved by Senate. 
 

International Pertaining to persons who are not citizens, refugees, or permanent 
residents of Canada. 
 

International Student 
Initiative 
(abbrev.: ISI) 

International students who pay international tuition to attend their 
program. International students are not included in the FTEs funded 
by the Ministry of Advanced Education, Skills and Training.  
 

Last Institution The most recent educational institution attended by a student or 
applicant. 
 

Master's Degree The credential awarded upon completion of a Master's program.  

Master's Program A graduate program ordinarily requiring a Bachelor's degree as a pre-
requisite. 
 

Matriculate To enroll or register (or be enrolled or registered). 

New To UBC Pertaining to students who were never registered in a prior session. 

Non-Degree Program 
 
 
Non-Degree Students 

A program that does not lead to a credential. Also known as a non-
credential program. 
 
Includes students registered in courses outside of a degree program, 
as well as students registered in courses after completion of a 
baccalaureate program. 
 

Normal Load FTE 
(normal number of credits) 

The course load of students converted to a proportion of their 
expected full-time course load. 
 

Part-Time For undergraduate students, those who are enrolled in fewer than 24 
credits in winter session. For graduate students, those who are taking 
only 1 course per term if it is not a thesis course. 
 

Post-Baccalaureate Degree The credential awarded upon completion of a post-baccalaureate 
program.  
  

Post-Baccalaureate Program An undergraduate program ordinarily requiring a Bachelor's degree as 
a pre-requisite. 
 



 

Program Type A grouping of programs into commonly-used reporting categories. 

Resident A graduate of an Entry-to-Practice Doctor of Pharmacy, Doctor of 
Dental Medicine, or Doctor of Medicine program undertaking 
immediate post-graduate training in the workplace under supervision. 
 

Retention Rate (Consortium 
for Student Retention Data 
Exchange (CSRDE)) 
 

A consortium of two-year and four-year institutions that shares with 
its members’ data, internationally-accepted definitions, and 
knowledge.  The CSRDE’s defined cohort consists of first-time (new-to-
UBC), full-time, first year students. 
 

Student Level A grouping of programs into three major categories: graduate, 
undergraduate, or resident. 
 

Thesis-based A graduate-level program that requires students to complete a thesis. 

Thesis-optional A graduate-level program wherein completion of a thesis is not 
mandatory. 
 

Top Choice A student's first choice of program, unless they are admitted to or 
registered in their second or alternative choice program only. 
 

Transfer Student Students that have been granted credit (transfer credit) by UBC 
toward a credential for programs or courses completed at another 
post-secondary institution. 
 

Unclassified Student A program category indicating a registered student who is not 
pursuing a credential. 
 

Undergraduate Program A program that leads to a baccalaureate or post-baccalaureate 
credential. 
 

Undergraduate Student A student in an undergraduate program. 

Visiting Student A student from one institution attending a non-partner institution 
temporarily. 
 

Yield Rate Within an admissions cycle, the ratio of registered students to 
admitted students. 

 


